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The book is a product of the “Ottoman Cyprus” Research Project, which was launched in 2010 as
part of the Programme of Ottoman Studies at the Institute of Historical Research (National Hellenic
Research Foundation). The priority and main concern of this research project is to publish archival
material and original studies which deal with topics from the Ottoman period on the island. The
studies published to date are as follows:

• Histories of Ottoman Larnaca, (eds) Evangelia Balta – Theoharis Stavrides – Ioannis
Theocharides, Istanbul, The Isis Press, 2012.

• Festschrift in Honor of Ioannis P. Theocharides. Studies on Ottoman Cyprus, vol. I (eds)
Evangelia Balta, Georgios Salakidis, Theoharis Stavrides, The Isis Press, Istanbul, 2014. 

• Evangelia Balta - Mustafa Oğuz - Ali Efdal Özkul, Kouklia in Nineteenth Century Cyprus, on
the Ruins of a once Glorious Paphos, (ed.) Evangelia Balta, The Isis Press, Istanbul, 2015.

• Evangelia Balta, Ottoman Paphos. Population, Taxation and Wealth (mid-19th Century), The
Isis Press, Istanbul, 2016.
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Note on Usage

Since the present study is not only intended for specialists on the Ottoman Empire, we have applied
the simplest way of reproducing the place names and personal names given in Ottoman Turkish.
The rendering of the names and terms reflects modern Turkish usage including the following
features:

C, c j as in John
Ç, ç ch as in church
Ğ,ğ aspirate, roughly as in y
J like j as in French jaune
I, ı as i in cousin
Ş, ş sh as in shut
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The following abbreviations have been used in this book. For other references, by author’s name and the
date of publication, the Bibliography of works cited should be consulted.

454 Numaralı 454 Numaralı Kıbrıs Derdest Defteri, Kıbrıs Tahrir Defteri:
Mufassal, İcmal ve Derdest, (eds) Halil Inalcık, Mehmet
Yıldırır, Songül Kadıoğlu, Tapu ve Kadastro Genel Müdürlüğü,
Arşiv Dairesi Başkanlığı (Tıpkıbasım), Yayın no: 5, Ankara
2013: 674-639.

958 Numaralı 958 Numaralı Kıbrıs Tımar Yoklama Defteri (9 Cemâzıye’l-
Evvel 1241/ 20 Aralık 1825), (eds) Dündar Recep, Aydın Mesut,
Fırat Üniversitesi, Orta Doğu Araştırmaları Merkezi, Yayınları
no: 25, Tarih Şubesi Yayınları no: 21, Elazığ 2014.

BOA                                            Başbakanlık Osmanlı Arşivi.

KK.d. Kamil Kepeci Defteri.

Kouklia, 2015 Kouklia in Nineteenth Century Cyprus, on the Ruins of a once
Glorious Paphos, (ed.) Evangelia Balta, The Isis Press, Istanbul
2015.
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Monis Kykkou- X, Kentro Meleton Ieras Monis Kykkou,
Nicosia 2008.

ML.VRD.TMT.d. Μaliye Varidat Muhasebesi Temettuat Defteri.

NFS.d. Nüfus Defteri.

Ottoman Paphos, 2016 Balta Evangelia, Ottoman Paphos. Population, Taxation and
Wealth (mid-19th Century), Isis Press, Istanbul 2016.

Osmanlı İdaresinde Kıbrıs Osmanlı İdaresinde Kıbrıs (Nufusu – Arazi Dağılımı – Türk
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Foreword

This volume presents the 19th-century fiscal censuses from the kaza of Hrisofi (Chrysochou)
and joins the other two editions containing the censuses of the neighbouring kazas of Kouklia

and Paphos released in 2015 and 2016 respectively. It contains 13 registers and covers the period
from 1825 to 1848. The majority of them are missing the first page and have gaps in their content
from the wear and tear of time, yet they are capable of projecting a representative image of the
kaza at the outset of the Tanzimat, when for the first time in the Ottoman Empire a modernized
type of fiscal census was attempted, in accordance with the demands of the era. First in line is the
Greek register (Register VI) showing the distribution of the poll taxes paid by the Christian
population in the kaza of Chrysochou in 1825. The source has survived intact and is kept in the
Archives of the Holy Archbishopric of Cyprus (Nicosia). The 12 Ottoman fiscal censuses that
follow cover the period from 1831 to 1848. Muslims and Christians were recorded separately. 

In the past various censuses have been published from the region of Chrysochou in the first
half of the 19th century. I single out the precursory and exceptional work by Τheodore
Papadopoullos (Social and Historical Data on Population (1580-1881), Cyprus Research Centre,
Cyprus Research Centre, Texts and Studies of the History of Cyprus, I, Nicosia, 1965). The second
chronologically is the register in the Bibliothèque Nationale Paris, Supplement Turc 1042 that was
published by Ioannis Theocharides and Stefan Andreev (Τραγωδίες 1821 συνέχεια. Οθωμανική
πηγή για την Κύπρο 1822-1832 [Tragedies of 1821 continued. Ottoman source on Cyprus 1822-
1832], Nicosia, Kentro Meleton Ieras Monis Kykkou, 1996). And third in line is the publication
by the General Directorate of the Prime Minister’s State Archives (Osmanlı İdaresinde Kıbrıs
(Nufusu – Arazi Dağılımı – Türk Vakıfları), (ed.) Βaşbakanlık Devlet Arşivleri Genel Müdürlüğü,
Osmanlı Arşivi Daire Başkanlığı, Ankara 2000). And this volume on Chrysochou, just like the
previous ones on Kouklia and Paphos, is directly linked to the work by Τheodore Papadopoullos
and the volume by the General Directorate of the Prime Minister’s State Archives of Turkey, as
these include cumulative data from the Greek census of 1825 and similarly from the Ottoman
census of 1831, which were presented for the first time in 1965 and 2000. 

The fiscal records of the Ottoman Empire, mainly preserved at the Başbakanlık Osmanlı Arşivi,
as well as the Greek records kept by the communal and religious authorities of the Rum
communities in order to monitor the tax obligations of Rum subjects, for which they were
accountable to Ottoman officials, provide us with a tool for studying the society of the era. First
and foremost, they constitute the foundations on which all other information discovered on the
history of Muslim or non-Muslim ethnoreligious communitities within the Ottoman Empire
depends and is connected. The published fiscal registers from the kaza of Kouklia (Kouklia, 2015),
from Paphos (Ottoman Paphos, 2016) and in this volume from Chrysochou, define an extensive
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geographical section of the island and reveal for this corner of Cyprus in the crucial years of the
first half of the 19th century, numbers and identities of persons who supplied the Ottoman Empire
with taxes and staffed its army with conscripts. Such evidence allows us in general to indirectly
observe the demographic dynamic, the composition and average level of agricultural production,
its tax burden, and to form a picture of the living standards of its inhabitants. 

The historical period covered by this volume begins in 1825, a few years after the suppression
of the Greek Revolution of 1821. Elements of this historical event have been portrayed in a number
of studies that were based on Greek and western sources. Güven Dinç devoted an extensive chapter
to the Greek Revolution, presenting the events, as described in the Ottoman sources of the era, in
his exceptional and unfortunately as yet unpublished thesis (Osmanlı Yönetiminde Kıbrıs (1800-
1839), Akdeniz Üniversitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitüsü, Tarih Anabilim Dalı, Antalya, 2010). The
1825 Greek census of the kadιlιk of Chrysochou in the Archive of the Holy Archbishopric indirectly
reveals the impact the Greek Revolution had on the demography and economy of the area. 

Censuses constitute the historical material needed to write a page in the history of the region.
In the introduction to the sources I confine myself to presenting a first picture of the ethno-religious
composition, the demography and the economy of Chrysochou and its region during the first half
of the 19th century. The nature of the source, which speaks in numbers not words, dictated the way
in which the first observations and conclusions submitted to readers of the study were presented.
The tables explain the logic behind the compilation of the registers published in the Second Part
of the volume. The 13 registers in this volume we are publishing provide an exceptionally rich
research field for whosoever wishes to delve deeper into the history of this corner of Cyprus.
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